
 
 

APPENDIX A 

School Transport Position Statement 

Position below statement has been published on the LCC website on 13th August 
2020 and is up to date as of 19th August 2020: 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/school-transport/coronavirus-
position-statement-on-home-to-school-transport 

Coronavirus position statement on home to school transport 

Details of the position statements for mainstream school transport and SEN school 
transport. 

Mainstream school transport 

Based on information supplied in the Government’s guidance for full opening of 
schools in autumn published on 2 July the council’s position statement for the delivery 
of transport of eligible mainstream students is detailed below. Transport for eligible 
students is supplied on dedicated transport and wider public transport. 

Dedicated transport means services that are used only to carry pupils to school, wider 
public transport means routes which are also used by the general public. 

Position statement for dedicated transport 

LCC will:  

1. Plan transport in the most efficient logistical manner using the majority of the 
vehicle’s available capacity  

2. Consider but not specifically plan to match school bubbles or staggered journey 
school times as bubbles will be mainly planned to reflect transport  

3. Recommend the wearing of face coverings for all students and drivers but this will 
not be mandatory * 

The Operator/Drivers will:  

be required to undertake a number of additional operational precautions both pre and 
post journey including:  

1. wear face coverings but this will not be mandatory 

2. cleaning and disinfecting hard surfaces such as handles, grips, seat belts etc 

3. provide hand sanitiser on board    

4. ensure the vehicle is well ventilated 

5. provide appropriate signage related to COVID19 

6. where reasonably possible fit protective shields for the driver 

7. work in connection with schools to board students by filling the seats from the rear 
first and alight from the front 
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8. ensure that all students are safely seated. 

COVID191.any drivers reporting symptoms of COVID19 will be stood down with 
immediate effect and the council informed immediately. 

Students should:  

1. wash/sanitise hands before and after every journey (however on-board sanitisers to 
be provided on bus if required) 

2. wear face coverings but this is not mandatory 

3. remain seated and facing forward at all times 

4. avoid touching any surfaces unless absolutely necessary 

5. fill the rear seats of the vehicle first and alight from the front where appropriate 

6. if it has been possible to combine school bubbles with the transport service 
students should sit together on every journey in those bubbles 

7. not eat or drink on the vehicle 

8. limit the amount of luggage.  

COVID19  

1. If showing symptoms of COVID19 they should not use the service and they must 
self-isolate for at least 10 days and arrange to have a test, other household members 
should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms 

2. If any student reports COVID19 symptoms to the driver whilst on the journey to 
school the driver should keep all passengers on board and immediately report to a 
member of staff on duty at the school 

3. If any student reports symptoms to the driver whilst on the journey home the driver 
should complete the route and then return directly to the depot. The bus company will 
then immediately report the incident to the council. 

LCC’s position statement for wider public transport is as follows: 

Where transport is provided on wider public transport students will need to meet the 
conditions of the operator which may vary dependant on the operator. 

For all passengers: 

1. face coverings will be mandatory for those over 11 years of age 

2. a level of social distancing will be required equating to approximately half of the 
designated capacity of the vehicle. This means one person per double seat and only 
sit with someone if they are in your household bubble; 

3. there will be no standees on the vehicle 

4. they should wash or sanitise their hands before and after their journey. 

COVID19 
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1. If showing symptoms of COVID19 they should not use the service and they must 
self-isolate for at least 10 days and arrange to have a test, other household members 
should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

* Some commercially provided school transport services will have their own rules 
about the wearing of face coverings 

SEN school transport 

Based on information supplied in the Government’s guidance for full opening of 
schools in autumn published on 2 July the council’s position statement for the delivery 
of transport of eligible SEN students is detailed below.  Transport for eligible students 
is supplied on dedicated transport.   

Dedicated transport means services that are used only to carry pupils to school.  

SEN position statement 

LCC will: 

1. plan transport in the most efficient logistical manner using the majority of the 
vehicle’s available capacity, if it is safe to do so 

2. ensure that students with reported additional or medical needs will undergo an 
individual risk assessment to ensure that suitable transport provision is provided 

3. try and match school bubbles and staggered school or student arrival/departure 
times where possible; but these will only be agreed where this is operationally 
possible and does not increase existing transport provision 

4. encourage students to wear face coverings but note that the majority of students 
will not be able to effectively wear them, and their use will not be mandatory 

5. strongly recommend the use of face coverings for escorts and drivers, however in 
some cases escorts will be required to wear further PPE and this will be determined 
by additional risk assessment 

The Operator/Drivers/Escorts will: 

be required to undertake a number of additional operational precautions both pre and 
post journey including: 

1. cleaning and disinfecting hard surfaces such as handles, grips, seat belts etc 

2. provide hand sanitiser on board (if appropriate) 

3. ensure the vehicle is well ventilated 

4. provide appropriate signage related to COVID19 in place 

5. work in connection with schools and parents to board students where appropriate 
by filling the seats from the rear first and alight from the front 

6. ensure that all students are safely seated. 

COVID19  
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1. any drivers reporting symptoms of COVID19 will be stood down with immediate 
effect and the council informed immediately. 

Students should:  

1. wash/sanitise hands before and after every journey (however on-board sanitisers to 
be provided on vehicle if required and if appropriate for the student) 

2. wear face coverings but this is not mandatory 

3. remain seated and facing forward at all times 

4. avoid touching any surfaces unless absolutely necessary 

5. fill the rear seats of the vehicle first and alight from the front where appropriate 

6. if has been possible to combine school bubbles with the transport service students 
should sit together on every journey in those bubbles 

7. not eat or drink on the vehicle 

8. limit the amount of luggage. 

COVID19 

1. If showing symptoms of COVID19 they should not use the service and they must 
self-isolate for at least 10 days and arrange to have a test, other household members 
should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms 

2. If any student reports COVID19 symptoms to the driver whilst on the journey to 
school the driver should keep all passengers on board and immediately report to a 
member of staff on duty at the school 

3. If any student reports symptoms to the driver whilst on the journey home the driver 
should complete the route and then return directly to their depot. The operator should 
then immediately report the incident to the council. 

 

58


	12 Impact of COVID-19 on School Transport and how Leicestershire County Council Intend to Address the Potential Issue of Increased School Gate Parking.
	Appendix A School Transport Position Statement


